GANDHI AND INDIAN  CIVILIZATION
lay through these very virtues, and to impose this new
code of values on a world which takes no heed of means but
admits only endsl .
In India, as elsewhere, this attitude would not have
compelled recognition if the man had not possessed those
external gifts capable of rousing the masses: a straight-
forward, homely eloquence, slightly hortative in the Indian
manner, with plenty of repetitions in that popular language
formerly used by the Buddha. He had patiently forged his
popularity by constant contact with the people: did he not
force himself to practise a dozen manual crafts, some of
them very difficult? He had a sense of opportuneness,
doing at the right moment what his inner voice (he said)
dictated to him, that is, what he felt the masses expected
of him. After his first successes, his prestige could not but
increase when people saw this man, naked, without titles
or money, rising without fear or the use of force to become
the spiritual leader of a great empire.
The path of success is never straight. At diplomatic
conferences the moralizer of the after-prayer meetings
became an advocate who was master of himself (self-control
is the first virtue of princes, said Kautilya), never at a loss
for an argument, with that involved reasoning used in all
simplicity in Sanskrit dialectics, and that tradition of contro-
versy which persists from age to age through Indian litera-
ture. He knew the right moment to abandon non-violence,
the very cornerstone of his system. The man who, on
18 June 1940, admired the readiness of the French Govern-
ment to come to terms, who on 6 July appealed *to all
British people* to open their cities and homes to the German
invader, was the same man who, in 1942, when India was
threatened in her turn, declared he would abandon non-
violence and was ready to co-operate (as he had done in
1914), refusing to follow Subhas Chandra Bose, And more
recently, during a sharp crisis in the Hindu-Moslem conflict,
he held (at least if what he is reported to have said reflects
his true thoughts) that plans could and should be made for
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